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MY LORDS AND OENTEEMEN, , 

N a moment of awful importance to our 
country,- I addrefs you with that- reverence, 
which a conftitutional min'd ought to feel', but 
with a confidence which the great occafion de- 
mands, and with which I am infpired; as a fub- 
jeft of a Conftitution yet free ; a Conftitution, 
for the prefervatiorf of which, you fland' irt the 
proud character of T.rufteeS for this nation. 
The Cabinet of England, and the Govern- 
ment of Ireland, have determined on the in- 
troduction of the queflion' of an UNION, in. 
tbencxtSeflion of Parliament, at a time, and 
in fucha tempcrof the People,- as thatit will, 
I fear, (hake to its centre, thetranquillity of the- 
kingdom: and 'as if infult and irritation were 
neceflary preparatives for a queftio'n, too' well 
calculated; by its own nature, 'to -wound the 
fenfibility, and to rouze the pafTions of the na- 
tion,' an 1 Englishman, in office- here, without 
head or heart, whdmiftakes prating, for reaftm- 
in'g, and fcribbling, .for writing, has publifrred, 
under Patronage, a Pamphlet,', and" a Letter, 
in,which fcarcely any thing appears, but-exam^ ' 
pies without . illuftration* analogies without' 
ftmilitude, affumptions innumerable,' ignorance 
of hiftorical/a&Sj.'which he. affefts-to know; 
and an impudence provoking and incorrigible' ; 
This Gentleman,, wafted into Ireland 

*' 011* PRUNA ET OOCTttNA VESTO'." 

tells the Proteftant, that a Union will' effefttr- 
ally fecure his political fuperiority" over the ■ Ca* 
tholic-7-thattheadmiffion of the latter to a feat' 
in Pailiament, and for thatpurpofe. thenecef- 
fary ftipeal of the Teft-Oaths, and the Aft of 
Supremacy and Uniformity, would amount 
to an acquiefcence in fhe ecclefiaftical jurisdic- 
tion of the Pope in this realm, and- that-politi- 



cal equality, between Proteftant and Catholic, 
rhuft produce a Revolution'. To" the ■ Catholic 
he tells, that " an opening' may be left in any 
f plan of a Union, for the future admiffion of 
'* Catholics td additional privileges," that is, 
to that very privilege,- .which, in his eftimation, 
muft produce, a Revolution 1 " With ungrateful 
petulance, he. vents his abufeupon the charac- 
ter'and manners of the People of Ireland, col- 
lectively, and upon every clafs of them in par- 
ticular,' until his audacity, having attained' its 
meridian altitude,, falls, with the mod wanton 
inveftives, upon our national Parliament^ which 
he willies, to annihilate. He .tells you, my 
Lords and Gentlemen,', in very plain language, 
that you are' not, in faft, the independent Le- 
giflators of Ireland, but the'machinesi'of Eng- 
land ; and that you betray the facred truft re- 
pofed In you by your country, by becoriiing'the 
infthimehts or the Britifh' Cabinet, frorn the 
bafeft and vileft of all pbflible motives.- In his 
Pamphlet, page 12, he -fays, , " The cburifels 
" for the Government of Ireland, areframed in 
,f the Britifh- Cabinet : the Government of Ire*- 
"' land is a&ually adminiftered by a Britifh Lord 
""Lieutenant, who diflribntes the Patronage of 
"'the Crown: the Irifli Parliament is fuppofed 
" -to be in" a great degree fubjecT to Britifh Infiu- 
'* ence" r And he prefcribes his Union as the 
only remedy for his falfely alledged degradation 
of the-.Itifh' Legislature, and tells-the People of 
Ireland,, that their Lords sad Commons', are 
fo irrecoverably funk into political profligacy 
arid bafenefs, that there is- no* hope of' relief, 
but by extinguishing their feparate exiftence, 
arid by fending a few Lords ' and Commoners 
into the Britifh Parliament, under .the nearer 
influence of that Cabinet, which this reviler' of 
our national character, reprefehts as" the-Iabora- 
toty in which your fenatorial Slavery is aftalyfed 
arid compounded :— And all this from a p'erfon, 
Vho, afew months ago, would i?ave filled the 
ga'ols-and thegibbets wirhfuch Irifi Barbarians, 
as fhould venture to fpeak the tenth part, of what 
he ventures to write : - That vehicle of feditidn, 
called THE PRESS,, in its • hotteft career of 
virulence v never ventured to utter, againft ouf 
Parliament, a calumny fo foul oriagrofs, as 
that which isnow written againft it by this He- 
rald of Prostitution; and if- i had not been ap- 
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prized tint 'tliis extraordinary -production had 
come. from an official hand, I fhould have mif- 
t.iken it for the work of a confpfiator, wbo had 
'renewed his efforts to rekindle'the flame of re- 
ligious animofity and minder, and tojuftify the 
enormities of the Irifh Directory : In one 
place he fays, that "after the Union - " there 
" willbe no clafhing of diftinfct interefts" be- 
tween the two nations: and in another, " that 
" the interefts of England tnuft ever preponde- 
" rate," and'," that a preference will always be 
*' given to her." Well done ! thou honefr. 
Statefman! Thou deep, corififtent, political, 
reafoner ! In his Letter in the D. Ev. Poll, of 
the 1 1 th of .December laft, in which he ufurps 
the name of a CONSTITUTIONALIST, he 
drefTes up a queflion, compofed of affumptions, 
to his own lafte, and then gravely an fwers it 
himfelf, after which he boldly, infifts that you 
have, by tlte Conftitution, -an authority to form 
a Uqion with the Britifh Legislature, independ- 
ent of the confent. of the People of Ireland': 
And tho' without a Union, we certainly have 
our Separate and independent Houfcs of Lords 
aiid Commons, and if a Union Should take place, 
we would have neither the one or the other, .yet 
tfiis limited grammarian, with a verbal trifling, 
commenfurate to his intellect, infifts that the 
formation of a Union, which mnft give away 
from Ireland the Separate and independent -ex- 
igence of -her two Houfes of Parliament^ is not 
a transfer of either I He undertakes to demon- 
Jlrete your authority, independent of the Peo- 
ple, by faying, that Lord Somers, a great Law- 
yer and Statefman, drew up the Bill of Rights, 
and the Articles of the Scotch Union ; and he 
concludes his Jemanflration, by configning his 
adverfary to his ignorance of Lord Somers, 
and marches off triumphantly, hooting at (what 
he calls) technical logic, and ideal Jbadowt. The 
prominent feature of .this Gentleman's. politipal 
character, appears to be incurable arrogance,; 
yetitis aftoniShing, that he mould have ima- 
gined that the established rights, the underftand- 
ing, andthe Spirit, of a free people, could be 
fcribbjed away, amidfl; the jejune trafh of any 
little minijler, or any little man, who thinks 
himfelf a minifter. I quit -this gentleman for a 
while, to come to the main object of myad- 
drCfs-to you ; atjd.I lay it down as an irrefraga- 
ble pofition, that the Conftitution of Ireland is 
the indifputable jproperty of the nation, and, not 
of its 'Parliament. You, , my Lords, acting 
your, part in one great branch of this Conftitu- 
tion, form the dignified Slay between the King 
andthe People, jri all matters of a legislative na- 
ture : You are alfo inverted with the fupreme 
judicial authority in all caufes involving the 



life, liberty and property, of the fubject. No 
enlightened man has ever yet aflerred that this 
tranfeendent power has.bcencommitted to you 
by the Conftitution, for your own exclufiye" be- 
nefit; or that thereby that branch of "the Con- 
ftitution, which you thus occupy, was to be- 
come your abfolute property, to be difpofed of 
as you may pleafe, without the exprefs and Spe*- 
cial confent of the nation which firft: made the 
Conftitution, and then appointed thcfeveral bo- 
dies J of the Parliament, to act their diftiniSt 
parts on the distinct branches of it : You are in 
fact, my Lords, but Truftees in your Parlia- 
mentary capacity, and therefore aniwerable to 
yonr country for the. property of the people thus 
committed to your care, the feparare existence of 
which, you have no right to confent to deftroy, 
or transfer, without their fpecial -authority' for 
that purpofe. As to you, Gentlemen, who more 
peculiarly ..reprefent the . People of Ireland in 
their feparatq,and independent Commons' Houfe 
of - Parliament, -I . do, in the name of my 
-country, Solemnly enter my , proteft againft 
even a - colour of authority veiled in you, to 
give up, extinguish, or transfer, your feparate 
and independent exiftence as a branch of our 
legislature, without the fpecial and exprefs di- 
rection of yourCon(lituents,from whom alone 
you derive y6ur Parliamentary exiftence : 
When you were -elected, the term of your de- 
legation was clearly defined by the fettled law of 
the land : Now, Gentlemen, let me intreat 
ypu to lay your hands upon jour hearts, and 
fay, . whetherat the time when your Constituent 
was giving his vote for your election, it ever 
entered into the mind of any honourable mem- 
ber among youj that he committed, or intend- 
ed to commit, to you, not only the facredtruft 
of making laws for him, during the defined 
term of your delegation, but alfofull- authority 
to deftroy for ever, that feparate and independ- 
ent branch of , Ireland's Conftitution, into 
which he -was fending you to act for his ' bene- 
fit? The very idea Outrages' every principle of 
Conftitution, common juftice, and common 
fenfe. Let me fuppofe the Union formed 
without the .fpecial confent I have mentioned^ 
The A£t which compleats the Union, muft 
bring on adiflblution-of the Irifh Parliament, 
and 'fend you back upon a political level with 
your fellow-Subjects': Suppofe a Conftituent 
Should addrefsone of you in thefe terms :— 

" Sir, you folicited my vote for your election 
to reprefent me in the' feparate and indepen- 
dent Commons of Ireland. You -promifed a 
faithful difcharge of the truft, and you became 
the object of my confidence. Dui ing the term 



defined by law t entrufted to you the ftupen- 
dous power to concur in making Jaws affecting 
every thing dear, to the heart of man.' The 
term of" your delegation is determined, and I 
demand from ' your' hands that feparate inde- 
pendent' branch of the conftitution which. I 
committed' to your care as my truftee, in order 
thar I may again exercife* my birth-right,', and 
choofcanothcrperfon in your ftead." 

Can-there be one Irilhman among youoffuch 
callofity of confeience, fo dead taall fenfe of 
{hame, as to be able to meet the indignant eye 
of his betrayed conftituent, confeious that he 
had confehted to the utter extinction of the 
fubject matter of his truft ? There never wa's, 
and I hope there never will be,'one Irifh member 
in your honourable aflerhbly iriilcreant enough, 
to , put himfelf into a fituation to be fo quef- 
tioned by his conftituents. May the manly 
anfwer of J. C. Beresford to the Guild of St. 
Loy, never be forgotten by my fellow-citizens 
of Dublin, 

I have, my Lords and Gentlemen, denied, as I 
ever mail deny, your authority, as members of 
our Parliament, to confent to the deftruction of 
the feparate and independent exiftence of the two 
great branches of the conftitution, .which you 
fill, without the confent of. the majority of .the 
people of Ireland. By this I do not 'mean to 
infmuate any diftruft of your integrity ; but, I 
am fure, that the Parliament of a free coun-' 
try cannot be difpleafed at the anxiety of an 
Irilhman trembling for the peace and the fate 
of his country, if, upon a queftion of fuch incal- 
culable value to millions yet unborn, he refts his 
chief dependance upon the unchangeable point of 
conftitutionai right. I have endeavoured to prove 
your want of the authority, upon the princir 
pies of the conftitution, and of common jus- 
tice, to Bring about fuch a revolution — I fay, 
a resolution ; becaufe, if the mere removal of 
the crown of England from one branch of the 
fame family, to another, ftill preferving the 
three great branches of fhe conftitution unim- 
paiied, be a revolution, furcly, it is much more 
fo, to annihilate the feparate exiftence of the 
Lords and Commons of Ireland, But, if my 
own ftrength.be too faint ' for ' the purpofe, 
permit me to fupply the defect "from the 
higheft authority. In the feffion of 1 716, the 
famous fepteftnial bill parted 'the Lords, and 
was fent down to the .Commons of England. 
In the fpeech of Sir Robert Raymond, af- 
terwards Lord Raymond, and Chief Juftice 
of England, . upon the fubject of, that bill, you 
will find the following remarkable .paflages :— 
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" Sorry ftiould I be to fuppofe, we had any 
allies who refufed "to treat with us, becaufe we 
refufed to relinquijh our conftitution." Will not 
the people fay, with reafon, if this bill ftiall 
pafs, that, when the original term of your de- 
legation is efapfed, you are no longer their re- 
prefentatives,! . In my 'opinion, the King, 
Lords, and Commons, -can no' more continue a 
Parliament beyond its. natural duration, than 
they can make a Parliament." Here, then, we 
have the opinion of a great Eriglifh lawyer, 
that Parliament had no power to extend the 
duration'of the truft committed to them — that 
the exercife of fuch a power would be a relin- 
quijhment of the 'conftitution— that the mem- 
bers of the' Houfe of Commons would not, 
during the additional term, be the reprefenta- 
tives of the people — and, that the three eftates 
of the conftitution had no power to extend the 
term of delegation one day longer than was fet- 
tled and defined by law, at-the time when the 
delegation was made. I cannot pfefume to 
• affront your underftandings, or your feelings, 
by a'fking, what, you think, would have heent 
the opinion of that great conftitutionai lawyer, 
if he were queftioned as to' the power of the 
King, Lords, and Commons, to extinguifh, 
for ever," the feparate and independent Iegiflative 
authority of the Lords and Commons ©f Great 
Britain ? And yet our Englifli pamphleteer has 
the matchlefs effrontery to' tell ' the people of 
Ireland, that the meditated Union, which is to 
have precifely the fame effect upon the Lords 
and Commons of Ireland, is a change only in 
the form, but not in the efience of the confti- 
tution I 

I am extremely unwillingto impute wicked 
intentions to any man ; but. I cannot help ob- 
ferving", that the lucubrations of this gentle- 
man, and of his auxiliaries, in the talk of pro- 
moting an "Union, feem to manifeft a felectiofl 
of topics., calculated to fink the fpirit, and to 
degrade the character of the nation, • and to 
make the people look with horror and difguft 
upon thofeeftabliftiments and orders" in fccie,ty, 
which they' have been always accu'ftomed to re- 
gard with veneration and love. The eye of the 
public has been ever lifted towards the auguffi 
affemhly in our Houfe of Lords with' "profound 
refpect. The Commons of Ireland, ' as ema- 
nating immediately from the people, have 
been uniformly the objects of our' refpect, 
mixed with ftrong emotions of fe'tlfibility and 
affection. Of late, in particular, every loyal 
heart in'the nation glowed with confidence in, 
and gratitude to, both our Houfes of Parlia- 
ment, by whofe over-awing prefence,- vigi- 
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lance, and inceflant labours,. under God, the 
country has chiefly been refcued from the hor- 
rors of a moil unnatural rebellion. Is this, 
then, the time for' the foul tongue of calumny 
to difcharge its malignant flander againft: the 
chara£ter and dignity of dur Parliament ? .Arc 
we now to be told, that the leading members, 
of pur legislature are in treaty with the Britiflv 
cabinet, for the fale of themfelves, their po- 
litical confequence, and their country ? That 
Englifh. peerages, and Englifli gold,, are to be 
received as the rewards of the bafeft proftitu- 
tion, and the vilcft of all' treachery ? That 
the proud mind of an Irifli peer,, and the high 
fpirit of an Irifli commoner, would plunge 
themfelves into a fecne of iniquity, to verify 
the imputations of their libellers, to juftify the 
complaints of confpiratdrs, and to render our 
nobjes and gentry the eternal abomination of 
their country, and the objects of contempt and 
difguft to all Europe? No, my Lords and 
Gentlemen, we defp'ife the vile flander; we 
are truly grateful to you for the exalted part you 
have a&ed in prcferving us from an unequalled 
rebellion, and we look to you, with proud Confi- 
dence, for our deliverance from this other 
death-blow, now aimed at our conftitution. 
Our country bleeds yct'at every pore ; religious 
and political rancour yet diilutbs our peace, 
and excites our fear ; the nation is not in a ftatc 
of reflc&ionj it is incapable of exercifing its 
judgment upon a queftion fo momentous as that 
of a Unioii. ' Continue,, we befeech you, to 
pour balm into our wounds j, employ your- 
wifdom in abating the fury of our political and 
religious divifions ; and fuller us not be ap r 
proached by the terrific queftion of a Union, 
which will make our, veins bleed anew, and 
will put the loyal men of Ireland into actua- 
tion of unequalled auxiety, whether to defend 
the conftitution- againft rebellion on one fide, 
or, from fraud and plunder on the other. We 
rely, firmly rely, my Lords and Gentlemen, 
upon your wifdom and integrity, to keep us 
out of fiich an agonizing difficulty. If, how- 
ever, upon awaking from our panic and dif- 
may, we fh,all find,, (which I think fcarcely 
pdfllble) that we have been. defrauded of our 
birth-right, our valued conftitution, by any 
powei: on earth ; ; and, particularly, if'wefhaJl 
■difcover, that the motives to fuch' a fraud,. 



really are > fuch, as we now think calumny 
alone can impute to you. What will be the 
duty of every honeft. man in the nation? I 
trcmbls to think of it. Yet, fome choice of 
condu£t muft be made. It will be impoflible 
to fubmit to the fuppofed treachery. May tha 
God of eternal juftice direct us! Everything 
valuable and dignifying to a nation gone! 
And, gone by fuch means too ! Human na- 
ture cannot, will not, bear it. The awful 
warning of the poet recurs to my rccollc&ion r 

"' Curandum* in primis, ne magna. Injur a fiat 
" fartibut et miferis: tollas licet omne quod 
" ufq'uam ejl attri atque argent i 
« SPOLIATIS, ARMA SUPERSUNT." 

lam proud to declare rnyfelf, (and hope I 
Ihall ever have reafon to do fo) my Lords and 
Gentlemen,. 

Your devoted fervan't, 

FITZPATRICRV 



EPIGRAM. 



The Cit complains, to all he meets, 
That grafs will grow in Dublin ftrectsj 

And cries, that — all is over. 
Short-fightcd blockhead, don't you fee, 
Your mourning fliould be changed to glee, 

For then you'lf'livc in cUver, 



TO CORRESPONDENTS.. 



We have received the beautiful Fable of 
Trebor, the vifion ".of Pharaoh^ the.Freeho'der, 
and other valuable favours, which fhal( be at- 
tended to as Toon as poflible, and which (hould 
not be delayed, but, that they are neceflarily: 
poftpened to prior communications,. 
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